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BOROUGH  OF  CHIPPENHAM 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

(a)  Medical : — 

J.  B.  Lowe,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  who  in 
addition  holds  the  posts  of  M.O.H. 
Caine  and  Chippenham  R.D.C.,  and 
Deputy  C.M.O.  Wilts. 

{b)  Sanitary  Inspector  : — 

S.  F.  French,  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certi- 
ficate, Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  and  Meat 
and  other  Foods  Inspector’s  Certificate, 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 
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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED 

31st  DECEMBER,  1937. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Thirteenth 
Annual  Report  on  the  Public  Health  of  your  Borough. 
The  Report  follows  the  directions  of  Circular  1650 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

A.  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (in  acres)  . . . . 1, 197 

Population  (1937)  . . . . 9,805 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1937, 

according  to  Rate  Books)  . . 2,932 

Rateable  Value  . . . . £60,435 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  . . £231 


The  Social  conditions  are  as  previously  reported. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  unemployment  is  exer- 
cising any  significant  influence  on  the  health  or 
physique  of  children  or  adults. 

Employers  of  nurses  and  domestic  workers  both 
institutional  as  well  as  private  have  continuously 
throughout  the  year  been  offering  more  vacant  posts 
than  could  be  filled.  In  addition  to  the  industries 
of  the  town  there  has  been  work  for  men  available 
in  neighbouring  ammunition  dumps  and  aerodromes. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  1937  are  : — 


f Birth 
4 Rate 
t 15  4 
Rate  per 
1000  total 
births  39 
Death 
Rate  8.1 


Live  Births — ^Legitimate 

Total 

149 

M 

81 

F 

68 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

1 

Still  Births 

6 

4 

2 

Deaths 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes 
Puerperal  sepsis 

Other  Puerperal  causes 

97 

0 

0 

51 

46 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  : 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  33.5 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  0.0 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

„ „ Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

„ „ Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

1937  1936  1935  1934 

Deaths  from  Influenza  8 110 

„ „ Respiratory 

Diseases 

(19,20,21)  6 7 5 5 

„ „ Diseases  of  Heart 

and  Blood 
essels 

(15, 16,  17, 18)  41  36  47  48  32 

„ Cancer  11  20  12  19  10 


33.0 


0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

1933 
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B.  General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

Laboratory  Facilities  are  provided  at  Salisbury 
Infirmary  by  the  County  Council. 

During  the  year  39  specimens  of  clinical  material 
(swabs,  stools,  blood,  and  cerebrospinal  fluid)  were 
examined.  This  is  an  increase  of  27  over  those 
examined  last  year  and  the  increase  is  accounted 
for  by  the  occurrence  of  cases  of  puerperal  fever, 
encephalitis  and  dysentery. 


5 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  Infectious  Diseases.  Chippenham 
Isolation  Hospital  garage  their  own  Ambulance 
adjoining  the  Hospital  premises. 

(b)  For  non-infectious  and  Accident  Cases.  The 
Town  Council  have  their  own  Ambulance.  Applica- 
tion for  its  use  should  be  made  to  The  Matron, 
Chippenham  and  District  Hospital,  Tel.  No.  Chippen- 
ham 2231. 

The  ambulance  services  are  adequate  for  this 
area  and  no  trouble  has  been  experienced  over  their 
co-ordination. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

There  have  been  no  changes  in  these  services 
which  are  as  previously  described. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre,  This  is  held  in  the  Church 

Hall  at  2 p.m.  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  of  the 

month. 

There  have  been  no  changes  made  in  the  other 
Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics  available  for  this  area. 

Cancer  Clinics  : — 

(a)  Trowbridge. — ^At  11.30  a.m.  at  The  Halve  on 

the  3rd  Thursday  of  the  month. 

(b)  Swindon. — ^At  11.0  a.m.  at  the  Victoria  Hospital 

on  the  first  Thursday  of  the  month. 

These  Clinics  are  initiated  and  organised  by  the 
Public  Health  Committee  of  the  County  Council,  and 
the  Swindon  Clinic  came  into  operation  during  the 
year  under  review. 

Their  function  is  two -fold.  In  the  first  place 
for  the  selection  of  new  cases  suitable  for  treatment 
by  Radium  or  Deep  x-ray.  This  treatment  is  carried 
out  at  the  Radium  Centre  at  the  Bristol  General 
Hospital.  In  the  second  place  they  are  the  means 
by  which  cases  which  have  received  this  treatment 
may  be  followed  up  and  kept  under  observation  by 
the  Radium  Officer  from  Bristol, 
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Hospitals. 

This  authority  is  one  of  those  forming  the  Caine 
and  Chippenham  and  Malmesbury  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital. 

During  the  year  preliminary  arrangements  were 
discussed  for  the  reception  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  from  the  aerodrome  at  Hullavington.  It  has 
subsequently  transpired,  however,  that  the  Air  Ministry 
has  made  other  arrangements.  The  year  once  more 
was  a fortunate  one  for  notifiable  infectious  disease 
and  the  capacity  of  the  hospital  as  now  constituted 
to  deal  with  the  enlarged  area  has  not  yet  really  been 
tested.  Under  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  scale  of  144 
square  feet  and  12  feet  of  wall  space  to  each  bed  there 
are  27  beds  in  the  hospital. 


C.  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

1.  (1)  Water. 

4in.  coated  cast  iron  pipe  mains  have  been  laid 
to  supply  new  houses  as  follows : 

Spanbourn  Avenue  . . . . 125  yards 

Park  Avenue  . . . . 150  „ 

Hardenhuish  Avenue  . . . . 460  „ 

Chft  Avenue  . . . . 125  „ 

Quality.  It  was  not  necessary  to  take  action 
in  respect  of  any  form  of  contamination. 

Below  are  given  the  results  of  analyses  made 
during  the  year.  The  bacteriological  examination 
is  the  first  of  routine  quarterly  examinations  to  be 
obtained  by  resolution  of  the  Council  passed  in 
December  1937. 

Quantity. — The  quantity  of  water  available  at 
the  sources  remains  almost  constant  to  that  reported 
last  year. 

The  quantity  supplied  was  increased  rapidly 
in  the  early  months  of  1937  by  supplies  for  trade 
purposes,  and  later  by  supphes  to  Hullavington 
Boyal  Air  Force  Station.  The  total  average  daily 
consumption  of  the  Council’s  Undertaking  is  now 
500,000  gallons  per  day. 
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There  is,  however,  a considerable  reserve  available 
in  the  pumping  plant  without  considering  the  greater 
reserve  in  the  yield  of  the  boreholes. 

Analysis  of  Water. 

CHIPPENHAM  WATER  SUPPLY. 


Parts  per 

Sample  received  July  5th,  1937  . . 100,000 

from  C.  R.  Phillips,  Borough  Surveyor 
and  Water  Engineer,  Chippenham,  Wilts. 
Chemical  Analysis 


Saline  Ammonia 

• • 

.0002 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

.0006 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrate  . . 

Nil. 

Nitrites 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate 

Absent 

in  4 hours  at  SO^'F. 

.008 

Chlorine  as  Chloride  . . 

• • 

1.8 

Dissolved  Solids 

47.0 

Earth  Carbonates 

• • 

27.5 

Earthy  Salts  not  Carbonates  . . 

6.5 

Hardness 

• • 

35.0 

Iron  and  Poisonous  metals 

Absent 

Sediment 

Nil. 

Signed  Harold  F.  Barke,  ^ 

Public  Analyst 
34  Park  Row,  Bristol. 


December  20fA,  1937. 

Bacteriological  Analysis  of  Water. 
Sample  taken  from  Rowden  Road — High  Level  Area, 
from  C.  R.  PhilHps,  Borough  Surveyor 
and  Water  Engineer,  Chippenham. 

Sample  received  on  December  14th,  1937. 
Organisms  on  Gelatine  at  22°C.  . . 0 per  c.c. 

Organisms  liquef5dng  Gelatine  . . 0 „ „ 

Organisms  on  Agar  at  37°C.  . . . . 2 „ „ 

B.  Coh  . . . . abs.  from  lOOc.c. 

B.  Welchii  . . . . . . absent 

The  water  is  in  good  condition,  practically  sterile, 
and  free  from  B.  Coh  in  100  c.c. 


The  water  is  suitable  and  safe  for  drinking  and 
Public  Supply, 

Signed^  Hauold  F,  Baeke, 

Public  Analyst. 

34  Park  Row,  Bristol. 

(ii)  Deainage  and  Seweeage. 

The  following  sewer  extensions  have  been  made 
during  the  past  year  and  constructed  as  such  before 
the  1st  October,  1937  : — 

Spanbourn  Avenue  125  yards  9in.  diameter. 

Clift  Avenue  125  yards  9in.  diameter 

Other  extensions  have  been  made  (since  the 
1st  October,  1937)  to  the  sewerage  system,  but  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  these  sewers  do  not 
become  vested  in  the  Authority  until  taken  over  by 
declaration  as  public  sewers. 

Westmead  Sewage  Woeks. — 

Last  year  I stated  that  I was  beginning  to  have 
doubts  concerning  the  efficiency  of  these  works  in 
producing  a satisfactory  effluent.  In  April  a very 
serious  shp  of  the  pipe  convepng  the  filter  effluent 
to  the  irrigation  area  again  took  place,  and  the  Council 
were  advised  that  repairs  to  this  pipe  could  not  be 
contemplated  with  hope  of  success.  Since  therefore 
it  was  impossible  to  use  the  irrigation  area  at  all,  the 
Borough  Surveyor  was  instructed  to  prepare  plans 
for  efficient  Sewage  Works  not  dependant  upon 
irrigation.  This  has  not  proved  an  easy  matter  and 
so  far  no  plans  have  yet  been  presented.  But  it  is 
nevertheless  my  duty  to  point  out  that  ever  since 
early  last  summer  a very  grave  pollution  of  the  river 
Avon  has  been  taking  place  by  the  partly  purified 
effluent  discharged  from  these  Works,  the  effects 
of  which  can  be  noticed  as  far  down  as  Lacock  at 
least. 

Patteedown  Sewage  Woeks. 

Conditions  here  have  remained  satisfactory  and 
a good  effluent  has  been  produced. 
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2.  Rivers  and  Streams. — No  special  action  was 

taken. 

3.  (1)  Closet  Accommodation. 

Conversion  from  pail  to  W.C.’s  . . 1 

Number  of  pail  Closets  remaining  . . 14 

(ii)  Public  Cleansing. 

As  a result  of  complaints  received  my  attention 
during  the  summer  was  again  drawn  to  the  tip  used 
by  this  Council  (which  is  entered  from  the  Bath  Road). 

In  the  first  place  this  tip  is  near  to  private  dwelling 
houses,  and  if  used  at  all  requires  very  accurate  and 
complete  “control”  to  prevent  nuisance  from  fhes. 

In  the  second  place  by  reason  of  its  depth  and  the 
swampy  nature  of  the  ground  at  the  bottom,  such 
“control”  is  very  difficult  to  apply. 

Although  I recognise  that  the  filling  up  of  this 
piece  of  waste  and  swampy  ground  is  a useful  measure 
and  valuable  to  health  in  that  an  area  favourable 
to  the  breeding  of  mosquitoes  is  gradually  being  re- 
placed by  firm  earth  covered  refuse,  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  prevent  the  outside  edge  of  this  tip 
being  a litter  of  paper  and  the  breeding  place  for  house 
flies  during  the  summer.  I therefore  should  like  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  advising  that  no  tipping 
should  take  place  here  from  April  1st  to  30th  Septem- 
ber each  year  during  which  time  the  tip  surface  should 
be  well  covered  with  earth  and  lie  undisturbed. 

Three  nev/  covered  vehicles  of  7 cubic  yards 
capacity  were  put  into  service  during  the  year.  They 
are  horse  drawn  for  collection  and  can  be  converted 
to  tractor  drawn  for  hauling  the  refuse  to  the  tips. 

(iii)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

(a)  The  number  and  nature  of  inspections  by 


Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Housing  and  Nuisances  548 

Overcrowding  82 

Meat  and  Slaughterhouses  1028 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  18 

Bakehouses,  Workshops,  etc.  24 

Common  Lodging  Houses  8 

In  connection  with  Infectious  Diseases  58 
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(b)  Informal  notices  to  the  number  of  135  were 
served,  of  these  115  were  complied  with,  6 were  fol- 
lowed up  by  the  statutory  notices,  and  14  were  not 
complied  with.  The  reason  for  non-compliance  is 
given  on  page  14. 

(c)  Of  the  6 statutory  notices  issued,  compliance 
took  place  in  all  cases.  Statutory  notices  were  also 
served  on  one  owner  and  one  occupier  to  abate  over- 
crowding, and  were  comphed  with. 

(iv)  Shops. 

There  are  about  220  shops  in  the  town.  An  extract 
of  Mr.  S.  F.  French’s  report  made  in  his  capacity  as 
Shops  Acts  Inspector  is  as  follows  : — 

Routine  inspections  and  visits  are  constantly 
being  made  in  order  that  the  provision  of  the  various 
Acts  and  Regulations  may  be  kept  before  shopkeepers 
and  others  concerned. 

I have  found  that  shopkeepers  generally  are 
closing  at  or  before  the  Statutory  Closing  hours. 
One  does,  of  course,  now  and  then  find  a shop  open 
when  it  should  be  closed. 

With  regard  to  the  1934  Act,  attention  is  drawn 
to  the  fact  that  the  normal  maximum  working  hours 
for  young  persons  (i.e.  under  18  years  of  age)  employed 
about  the  business  of  a shop  must  not  exceed  48 
hours.  Further,  in  the  case  of  employment  which 
includes  the  hours  from  4 p.m.  to  7 p.m.  an  interval 
of  not  less  than  half-an-hour  must  be  allowed  between 
those  hours  for  tea.  I should  like  particularly  to 
stress  these  points,  as  I recently  came  across  a case 
where  a shop  assistant  under  18  years  of  age  had  been 
working  51  hours  each  week  for  9 weeks.  This  same 
assistant  had  also  been  employed  between  the  hours  of 
2 p.m.  and  7 p.m.  without  an  interval  for  tea.  Ear- 
lier in  the  year  several  other  instances  were  found 
where  the  normal  statutory  working  hours  were  being 
exceeded.  In  each  case  the  hours  were  immediately 
adjusted.  One  letter  was  written  drawing  the  atten- 
tion of  the  occupier  to  the  fact  that  sufficient  means 
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had  not  been  provided  to  maintain  a reasonable 
temperature  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  shop- 
workers. 

The  Shops  (Sunday  Trading  Restrictions)  Act, 
1936,  came  into  operation  on  the  First  May.  This 
defines  the  transactions  for  the  purposes  of  which  a 
shop  may  be  open  for  the  serving  of  customers  on 
Sundays.  It  also  provides  for  compensatory  holidays 
to  be  given  to  any  person  employed  on  a Sunday 
about  the  business  of  a shop.  In  August  I found 
that  these  holidays  were  not  being  given  to  employees 
in  a garage.  A circular  letter  was  sent  to  those 
traders  known  to  be  employing  assistants  on  Sundays 
(principally  garages)  giving  particulars  of  the  Act 
in  this  respect. 

The  attention  of  the  public  is  drawn  to  the  fact 
that  after  February  1st  next  Dairymen  will  be  unable 
to  continue  the  practice  of  supplying  butter  and  eggs 
on  Sundays. 

Very  few  complaints  are  now  being  received 
either  of  shops  being  kept  open  after  the  statutory 
closing  hours  or  of  assistants  working  more  than  the 
48  hours  in  one  week. 

I have  endeavoured  to  make  known  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Acts  to  prevent  the  committing  of  offences 
rather  than  to  be  continuously  on  the  lookout  for 
offences  when  committed.  I find  this  method  does 
much  to  encourage  reciprocation  by  shopkeepers. 

(v)  Smoke  Abatement. 

No  complaints  were  received  concerning  the 
chimney  referred  to  in  my  last  report,  and  obser- 
vations showed  that  matters  this  year  had  been 
considerably  improved. 

(vi)  No  new  swimming  baths  or  pools  open  to 
the  public  have  been  constructed. 

(vii)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Four  houses,  none  of  them  Council  houses,  were 
found  to  be  infested  and  were  treated  by  fumigation 
by  Cimex  in  three,  and  spraying  with  Zaldecide  i n 
the  other. 
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In  one  case  the  occupants  were  moved  to  a 
Council  house  prior  to  which  the  furniture  and  bedding 
were  treated  with  Cimex  and  steam  respectively. 

D.  Housing. 

There  is  still  a marked  shortage  of  houses.  I 
frequently  receive  requests  for  assistance  in  obtaining 
houses,  which,  of  course,  I am  unable  to  give. 

New  Houses  built  by  the  Council  0 

New  Houses  built  by  private  enterprise  149 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during 


(1) 

THE  YEAR. 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for 

258 

the  purpose 

564 

(2) 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (in- 
cluded under  sub-head  (1)  above) 
which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations,  1925 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for 

208 

the  purpose 

422 

(3) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to 
be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 

habitation 

0 

(4) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (ex- 
- elusive  of  those  referred  to  under 
the  preceding  sub -head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation 

96 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without 
Service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  in- 
formal action  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  their  officers 

77 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during 

THE  YEAR. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  . . . . . . 2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  . . . . . . 2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  . . . . . . 0 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  . . . . 3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  . . . . . . 3 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  . . . . . . 0 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  . . 12 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 

underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  made  . . . , nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 

underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  ren- 
dered fit  . , , , . , nil 
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4.  Housing  Act,  1936. — ^Part  IV. 

Overcrowding  : 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded 

at  the  end  of  the  year  . . . . 19 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  19 

(hi)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  there- 
in . . . . . . 142 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  . . . . 1 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 

relieved  during  the  year  . . . . 10 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in 

such  cases  . . . . . . 75 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded 
after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken 
steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  nil. 


Extent  of  overcrowding  at  end  of  year 

: — 

By  1 unit 

6 houses. 

By  1 unit 

6 houses. 

By  1^  units. 

2 houses. 

By  2'  units. 

5 houses. 

19 

In  Council  Houses  . . 14 

Other  Houses 

5 

Classified  Statement  of  Defects  and  Nuisances 

Discovered. 

Recorded  Remedied 

Damp  Walls 

21 

21 

Provision  of  wash-up  sinks 

12 

12 

Defective  yard  paving 

20 

17 

Defective  floors 

8 

7 

Defective  roofs 

9 

9 

Dangerous  walls 

1 

1 

Defective  walls  and  ceilings 

15 

14 

Conversion  of  pail  closets  to  water 

closets 

1 

1 

Insufficient  Sanitary  Accommodation 

— 

— 

DEFECTS  & ^mSANCES— continued  Recorded 

Remedied 

Provision  of  flushing  apparatus 

10 

10 

Defective  water  closets 

17 

16 

Absence  proper  drainage 

— 

— 

Defective  and  choked  drains 

30 

30 

Dirty  Houses 

4 

4 

Defective  gutters  and  stackpipes  . . 

11 

7 

Insufficient  lighting  and  ventilation 

16 

10 

Insufficient  water  supply 

3 

3 

Other  nuisances 

8 

8 

Lodging  Houses 

— 

— 

Cowsheds  and  dairies 

1 

1 

Bakehouses 

8 

8 

Slaughter  houses 

1 

1 

196  180 


The  defects  given  above  which  have  not  been 
remedied  by  the  end  of  the  year  are  to  be  found  in  14 
different  houses.  In  all  of  these  the  orders  had  been 
placed,  but  the  work  had  not  been  completed  by  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Since  the  Housing  Act  1930  has  been  in  operation 
58  houses  have  been  dealt  with  and  of  these  54  houses 
have  been  demolished. 

E.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply 

Some  18  inspections  of  dairies  and  cowsheds  were 
made  and  3 informal  notices  were  served.  All  were 
complied  with. 

Number  of  wholesalers  . . 2 

Number  of  cowkeepers  . . 3 

Number  of  retailers  . . 17 

Of  the  retailers  8 have  their  premises  outside  the 
borough. 

Two  retailers  are  licensed  to  sell  grade  A (T.T.) 
and  another  pasteurised  milk. 


(b)  Meat. 

Meat  inspection  has  been  carried  out  regularly 
throughout  the  year  and  nearly  all  beasts  killed  in  the 
slaughterhouses  were  fully  examined.  The  meat  stalls 
in  the  Market  have  been  subject  to  regular  inspection. 


During  the  year  1028 

inspections 

were 

made. 

Meat  condemned : — 

T. 

c. 

Q. 

L. 

Bo  vines — 13  carcases 

3 

12 

0 

26 

10  forequarters 

13 

1 

5 

1 hindquarter 

1 

1 

10 

48  heads 

12 

3 

15 

55  livers 

5 

3 

16 

Other  organs  & offal  1 

1 

0 

8 

1 Calf  carcase 

1 

2 

Pigs — ^283  carcases 

19 

13 

3 

21 

3380  heads 

22 

7 

2 

5 

Meat 

1 

19 

3 

■ 4 

Offal 

27 

3 

1 

7 

Sheep — 15  carcases 

5 

2 

0 

. Offal 

3 

8 

77 

17 

3 

15 

These  figures  approximate  closely  to  those  of 
last  year. 

Since  over  30,000  animals  are  killed  for  food 
annually  it  is  not  possible  for  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
to  inspect  personally  every  carcase.  It  has  been 
possible,  however,  to  arrange  with  certain  of  the 
larger  firms,  about  whose  co-operation  this  depart- 
ment has  felt  no  doubt,  for  all  carcases  which  to  an 
experienced  dresser  did  not  appear  normal  to  be  set 
aside  for  inspection.  The  figures  given  in  the  table 
below  are  evidence  of  this  co-operation,  and  show 
that  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  able  to  gain  access  to 
all  carcases  of  a doubtful  nature. 
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' 

Cattle 

Sheep 

including 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

769 

145 

2536 

29287 

Number  Inspected 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

711 

28 

405 

29130 

Whole  Carcases  condemned  ... 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

4 

1 

15 

53 

organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 

41 

24 

3940 

other  than  tuberculosis 
Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
orga  n wa  s condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  tuber- 
culosis 

6.32 

9 

87 

13.5 

3.57 

9.62 

13.7 

230 

5187 

18.59 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 

Infectious  diseases  fall  into  several  groups,  which 
it  may  be  of  interest  to  define. 

Group  (1)  Contains  smallpox,  cholera,  diph- 
theria, membranous  croup,  erysipelas,  the  disease 
known  as  scarlatina  or  scarlet  fever,  and  the  fevers 
known  by  any  of  the  following  names,  typhus,  typhoid, 
enteric  or  relapsing,  and  includes,  as  respects  any 
particular  district,  any  infectious  disease  to  which 
Part  V.  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  has  been 
applied  by  the  local  authority. 

(In  this  district,  however,  no  additional  diseases 
have  been  so  included  by  the  Council.) 

This  group  of  diseases  is  defined  by  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  as  “notifiable”  diseases,  and  is 
subject  to  the  penalty  clauses  of  Part  v.  of  the  Act. 
It  is  to  be  observed  that,  while  “notifiable”  diseases 
must  be  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
there  are  other  infectious  diseases  not  in  the  group 
defined  by  the  Act  as  “notifiable,”  which  nevertheless 
have  to  be  notified. 

Group  (2)  Includes  cerebro- spinal  fever  and 
acute  poliomyelitis,  acute  polio- encephahtis  and  acute 
encephalitis  lethargica,  malaria,  dysentery,  acute 
primary  pneumonia^  acute  influenzal  pneumonia  and 
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puerperal  pyrexia.  These  diseases  although  not  fall- 
ing within  the  “notifiable”  group  given  above  yet 
require  notification  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
The  legal  requirements  of  this  group  are  set  out  in  a 
series  of  Public  Health  Regulations  originally  made 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  empowered  by  Sec.  130 
of  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1875,  the  functions  of 
which  section  have  now  been  replaced  by  section  143 
of  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1936. 

Group  (3)  Contains  only  ophthalmia  neonatorum. 
This  disease  must  be  notified  by  the  practitioner  in 
charge  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  not  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  this  district. 

Group  (4)  “Infectious  Disease”  mentioned  in 
the  Public  Health  Act  1936  is  not  defined  and  into 
this  group  presumably  fall  measles,  mumps,  whooping 
cough,  german  measles,  and  chickenpox. 

It  should  be  noted  that  “primary  pneumonia” 
means  any  pneumonia  which  is  not  secondary  and 
includes  primary  broncho-pneumonia  as  well  as  lobar 
pneumonia,  that  “puerperal  fever”  has  ceased  to 
exist  and  that  the  cases  formerly  notified  as  this 
disease  should  be  included  under  the  term  puerperal 
pyrexia,  while  the  expression  “continued  fever”  has 
vanished  altogether. 

The  more  serious  infectious  diseases  have  again 
remained  well  under  control.  There  were  eleven  mild 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  scattered  fairly  evenly  through- 
out the  year,  and  only  two  of  Diphtheria.  The  Diph- 
theria rate  has  been  so  favourable  for  some  time 
past  that  one  feels  there  must  be  a large  number 
of  susceptible  children  in  the  town.  This  would 
seem  to  suggest  that  extensive  immunization  should 
be  offered,  but  experience  for  the  most  part  shows 
that  unless  there  is  fear  of  an  epidemic  acceptances 
are  not  sufficient  to  make  such  a course  justifiable. 

Pneumonia  responsible  for  eleven  notifications 
shows  some  increase.  It  may  again  be  emphasised 
that  the  notifiable  varieties  are  any  primary  pneu- 
monia, whether  lobar  or  broncho -pneumonia  and 
influenzal  pneumonia. 
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Influenza  made  an  epidemic  appearance  in  the 
first  quarter  of  the  year,  and  all  the  schools  had  to  be 
closed  on  its  account.  In  the  same  term  there 
occurred  a few  cases  of  mumps,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  a few  cases  of  chickenpox  appeared. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 


DURING  THE  YEAR 

1937. 

Cases 

Disease 

Total  Cases 
notified 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

11 

0 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

7 

5 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

11 

8 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

Tuberculosis. 

1 

0 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1937. 


New  Ca 

.ses 

Deat 

hs. 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Non-Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Non-Pnlmonary 

M.  F. 

2 3 

1 2 

5 0 

0 1 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Pegulations  1925.  No  tuberculous  persons  to  my 
knowledge  were  employed  in  the  milk  trade. 

It  has  not  been  considered  advisable  to  exercise 
the  powers  given  under  Section  62  Public  Health 
Act,  1925,  or  Section  172  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
for  the  removal  to  hospital  or  sanatorium  of  tuber- 
culous persons. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  LOWE, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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